
                    
 
 
 
 
17th October 2008 - Newsletter 
 
Dear All, 
 
Oulton Park 10th and 11th October 
2008 
 
The final round of the 2008 Fun Cup 
season, ended with a bang last Saturday 
and the series provided a fantastic closing 
round. A massive thirty-four Fun Cup cars 
battled at Oulton Park, in Cheshire, for the 
final four hour race of the year and those 
with high expectations were far from 
disappointed. 
 
It was "the finest victory in our seven years 
of racing in Fun Cup" said Team 
Honeywell's Neil Plimmer, who took a 
sensational victory ahead of Team 
O'BR/Perrys. Neil, who started the race, 
along with partner Geoff Fawcett, was 
drawn a measly twenty fifth on the grid. 
His tactics were to "stay out of trouble and 
keep it clean, whilst everyone settled 
down" he revealed. After the first pit-stop, 
he handed over to Geoff, by which time 
car 1, Team Honeywell, had flown through 
the pack and into third place. A massive 
battle for that prestigious number one spot 
soon emerged between teams Honeywell, 
O'BR/Perry's and JPR-Frenchstone. 
 
The penultimate stint of the race became a 
great battle between Neil and Paul Rose in 
the JPR Frenchstone, car 131. Neil 
recalls, "we were side by side in the 
treacherous conditions at least three or 
four times a lap and never ever touched 
each other. We were both sliding in and 
out of the corners and we were so close 
that you couldn’t have put a piece of paper 
between our wheel arches. It was the best, 
most enjoyable forty minutes of motorsport 

that I have ever had my twenty one year 
racing career.” 
 
Neil eventually pitted two laps before Paul 
and so, the final forty minute session was 
fought like a twelve lap sprint race, with 
Team Honeywell, JPR Frenchstone and 
Team O'BR/Perrys all fighting for the top 
podium step. Geoff took over from Neil for 
the final stint and battled tremendously 
with Steve Harris in the JPR Frenchstone 
car 131, until Steve smashed into the tyre 
wall at Shell corner and walked round the 
car to check the damage, before limping 
home in third place! 
 
The Team O'BR/Perrys 221 car drew a 
poor grid position, being pulled from the 
random ballot in twenty-third place.  
Eugene started the race and as usual, 
soon reached the front of the charging 
pack. Team mate Neil Walker then double 
stinted and continued in the same manner, 
which his team say is a "testament to the 
great driver he is".  Eugene then 
completed the last stint and having made 
up nearly twenty seconds was involved in 
a collision with James Sumsion in car 110, 
Twang.net, which shattered any hope of 
victory for the duo. And so, it was a "great 
second place result", revealed the team 
and Eugene set a new lap record with a 
storming 2:03.646.  
 



 
 
Team Honeywell – First Place  
 
Congratulations to Gilles Debrus and 
Bernard Apperce, car number 4, Joyce84 
– Cote Passions, who travelled from 
Belgium to compete in the four hour race. 
The duo soon came to grips with the 
unfamiliar circuit and finished in a strong 
seventh place, winning the “Team of the 
Day” Trophy. 
 
Car 110, Twang.net finished in fifth place 
and won the “Highest Placed JPR Rental 
Team” trophy. Scholarship winner, Karl 
Chard, along with team-mates James 
Sumsion and Ben Lack have been a 
strong team to contend with all year. 
 
Commiserations to Old Skool Racing, 
whose car 89 caught fire during the testing 
on Friday. The team showed great spirit by 
entering the race the next day in a JPR 
Rental car.  
 

 
 
Sean McInerney walked away 
unharmed from the blaze 
 
Oulton Park Fundraising  
 
I was truly overwhelmed with the turn out 
at the fundraising hog roast on Friday 10th 
October. 
 
As many of you are aware, we linked up 
with The British Heart Foundation and 
Cancer Research UK at this race and 

auctioned prizes to raise money for the 
two charities on the Friday evening. 
 
Firstly I would like to thank the following 
people for the fantastic prizes that they 
donated to the auction: Ian Stalker; Dan 
Jones; Nigel Griffiths; Ian and Vicki 
Bankhurst; Mark Burton; Clive Reay-
Young; Austin Reynolds; Malc Fitzgerld; 
Diana Illingworth; Xavier Footwear; David 
Goose; Travis; Andrei Bgatov; Graham 
Pattle; Geoff Fawcett; Lance Robson; Phil 
Martindale; Alistair Stenhouse and Ian 
Connell. 
 

 
 
The Fun Cup girls were out in full force 
 

 
 

 
 
Over £14,000 raised for The British 
Heart Foundation and Cancer Research 
UK 
 



Secondly, I would like to thank everyone 
that bid on the prizes and in particular 
those with the winning bids who helped 
raise such a phenomenal amount of 
money: Lance Robson; Austin Reynolds; 
Chris Hart; Phil Martindale: Dominic 
Jackson; Sam (Track Torque); Steve 
Harris; Nigel Griffiths; Rob Jarman; Paul 
Rose; James Sumsion; Jonny George; 
Franck Pelle; Tim Warburton; Clive Reay 
Young; Barry Thompson; Vicki Bankhurst; 
Neil Walker; Frank Johns and Steve and 
Hayley Johansen. 
 

 
 
The Fun Cup girls in action 
 
I can confirm that the amount raised was 
£14,921.28 This is a phenomenal amount 
of money and far beyond any expectations 
that I had for the night. I  
cannot possibly express how thankful I am 
in this newsletter, but to see the awning so 
full and the fantastic atmosphere on Friday 
night, combined with the astounding 
amount of money raised, really made all 
the organisation worthwhile. It was far 
beyond my expectations and thank you 
again for your support. 
 
Oulton Park Pictures  
 
The photographs from Outlon Park will be 
published on the photo galley section of 
the website www.funcup.co.uk shortly. 
 
Oulton Park TV Coverage  
 
The "Raceworld" TV coverage from Oulton 
Park is as follows: 
 
Thursday 23rd Oct - 7pm (SS3), 10pm 
(SSX)  
 
Friday 24th Oct - 1am (SS1), 4.20am 
(SS1)Midday (SS3) 4pm (SS3)  
 
 

Saturday 25th Oct - 6am (SSX) 
 
The Motors TV coverage dates will be 
published on the latest news section of the 
website, once they have been confirmed. 
 
End of Season Party - 18th October 
2008 
 
I am really looking forward to seeing many 
of you at the end of season party on 
Saturday. The night will begin at 7.15 pm. 
Please meet in the Main Lounge Bar. To 
confirm, it is a black tie event and if last 
year is anything to go by, will not 
disappoint! 
 
Finally…  
 
I hope that you have all had a fantastic 
2008 season racing in the Fun Cup and 
hope to see you all again in 2009. If you 
wish to take part in any closed season 
testing, track days, or arrange any 
corporate track days etc, please contact 
Paul on 01538 306921. In the meantime, I 
look forward to seeing many of you at the 
World Cup round in Germany. 
 
Kindest regards 
 
 
Roxie Marandi 
 
 
Roxie Marandi 
Race Co-ordinator 


